one morning at Reinhardt's theater. Miss Rosen was one of
the first actresses to play the title role in Hauptmann's
Hannele, The dress rehearsal was attended by the dram-
atist, then absolutely idolized in Germany. Actors and
director alike were correspondingly excited.

After the rehearsal Hauptmann accompanied Rein-
hardt up from the auditorium to the stage in order to dis-
cuss with the actors what he did and did not like, what was
to stay in, and what was to be changed. The play, which
has since become a classic, is made up of the feverish
dreams of a poor, sick girl, who finally dies and goes to
heaven. While Hauptmann was expressing his wishes,
therefore, Lia Rosen lay propped up on one elbow in the
bed where she had to lie throughout the play.

Hauptmann finally turned to Lia Rosen and said, "In
your fevered dream, when you cry out, 'Mother^
Mother!', it should be on a note of melancholy yearning,
as if you wanted to call for your mother, who is already
up in heaven, to help you over. Look up; put into your
voice all the terrified yearning in the tormented heart of
a poor, dying orphan . .."

And Hauptmann went on describing in ever greater
detail the tone he required for this cry of anguish. He
elaborated with such poetic eloquence and in such touch-
ing phrases that some of the actors who were listening be-
gan to wipe away tears. Then even Reinhardt took out his
handkerchief. Finally moisture glistened in all eyes. There
was a dead silence when Hauptmann finished talking.

At this moment of exalted stillness Lia Rosen asked the
author, "All right... If yon don't mind . .. Louder, or
softer?") |uiurs the u hole (.'hate.ut w.is lit by bun-m'Jish, and
